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Request 

FOR 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 



Addresd to: 
^4an Stop RCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 



§ 371 Date 



Fif^t NamSSlnventor 
Group Art unit 



Ex&miner NQm& 



Attorney Docket Number 



November 14. 2001 



Goldberg of aL 



3751 



Kathleen J, Prunner 

1 223.OO5O0O0m3D/RLP" 



This Is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 of the above-Identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utJMty or plant application filed prior 
to June aj995, or to any dasign application. See Instruction Sheet far RCEs (not to bo submitted to the USPTO) on page 



)^or^agc 



1 . Submission required under 37 G,F,R- §1.114. Note: if the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments 
and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered In the order In which they were filed unless applicant Instoicts othenwse. 
If applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unintended amendment(a) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment(3). 



a. 



□ 



Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office 
action may be considered as a submission even if this box is not checl^ed. 

□ Consider the arguments In the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

□ Other 

Enclosed 

(S Amendment/Reply ii, 

□ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) iv. 
2. I Miscellaneous | 

a. 



11. 
IS 
i. 

ili. 



n Afndav[t(s)/Declaration($) 
□ Other 



□ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .103(q) for a 

period of months. (Period of «u»pinslon shall not exceed 3 monihs; Fee under 3? CF.R. §1.17(1) rac^uirod) 

b. □ O ther 

3. I Fees I The RCE fee under 37 CF.R. § 1.17(e) is required by 37 CF.R. § 1,114 when the RCE is filed- 



a. St 



I. 
ii. 
iii. 
□ 



The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, lo Deposit 

Account No. 19-0036 

IS RCE fee required under 37 CF.R, § 1.17(a) 

IS Extension of time fee (37 CF.R. §§ 1.136 and 1.17) 

□ Other 



Check in the amount of $ 



enclosed 



B Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this fomn nnay become public. Credit card Information should not be Included 
on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038, 



SfGNA JURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUiRSD 



Rae Lynn prengaman 

5Tgai«. KfeSSLER, GOUJSTEIN & FOXP.LLC 



m 



Registration No, 

(AttmQy/A^dnf) 



S3,482 



Signature 



Date 



August 18, 2003 



CERTIFSATE OF MAILING OR TRANSii/llSSiON 



t hereby certify that this correspondenc^^eing deposited with the United States Postal Service as first clas^ftiail in 
an envelope addressed to: Mall Stop RCSS^ommissloner For Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA22313-S450 or 
facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent SiTTrademark Office on the date shown below: ^ in 



N&me(Print/Typ6) 



»j3 

ro 



SignatufB 



Dai9 



Thi3 cothsction of inrormebon Is rgqulred by 37 CPR 1.1 t^l^Ce Information 1a reouired to oblain cr nstaln a banaflt by tha pubUc wtilcn Is to (He (end Dy the l®TO to process) 
an appUcetlon. Conftdenttallty (6 goveimed by 35 U.S.C. 37 CFR 1.1 d. Thj? collection Is esttmaled to take 12 minutes \p complete, lncludtr)9 QatnMlff^, praparino, and 

sobmlttlnQ the completed application form to the USPTO.^^ will very depending wptw ^he Ir>dtvidual ca88. Any commsnlE on &id emount of tirr*© yoij are reMT^ lo coinptele 
this form end/or euggesUons for reducing this burden. fih&5Ha)6 sentlo tha Chief Intgrmetion Officer, U.S. Patent and Tredemaik Office, U-S- Oepertmenl oMommerce. P O 
Box U60, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND PES OR COMPLETED F0RM5 TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: M^II Stop RCE. Commkiiloner to Patanti. P.a 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231^-1450. g 
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NOTES: 



An RCE is not a new application* and filing en RCE will not result In an application being accorded a new filing date. 
Filing Quallflcatlonar 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June 8, 1995. Thi& application cannot be a 
provisional appllcationp a utility or plant application filed before June 8, 1995, a design application, or a patent under 
reexaminabon. See 37 CFR 1,11 4(b). 

Filing Requirements ! 

Prosecution In the application must bo closed. Prosecution Is closed if the application is under appeal, or the last 
Office action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application 
(e.g., an Office action under Ex parte Quayie). See 37 CFR 1.1 14(b). 

A submission and a fee ere required at ti\e tim0 the RCE is fiied. If reply to an Office action under 35 U.S.C. 132 
Is outstanding (e.g., the application Is under final rejection), the submission must meet the reply requirements of 37 
CFR 1 .11 1 . If there is no outstanding Office action, the submission can be an information disclosure statement, an 
amendment, new arguments, or new evidence. See 37 CFR 1 .114(c). The submission may be a previously filed 
amendment (e.g., an amendment after final rejection). 



WARNINGS: 

Request fyr g^^pension of Action: 

All RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of action is granted, A request for a suspension of action 
under 37 CFR 1 .103(c) does not satisfy the submission requirement and does not permit the filing of the required 
submission to be suspended. 

Improper RCE will NOT toll Any Time Period : 

Before >%ppea/- If the RCE Is Improper (e.g., prosecution in the application is not closed or the submission or fee has 
not been filed) and the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the last Office action will continue to 
run and the application will be abandoned after the statutory time period has expired if a reply to the Office action Is 
not timely filed. No additional time will be given to con^ct the Improper RCE. 

After Appeai- if the RCE is improper (e.g., the submission or fee has not been filed) and the application is under 
appeal, the Improper RCE is effective to withdraw the appeal. Withdrawal of the appeal results in the allowance or 
abandonment of the application depending on the status of the claims. If there are no allowed claims, the application 
is abandoned. If there is at least one allowed claim, the application will be passed to issue on the allowed claim(s). 
See MPEP 1215.01. 

See MPEP 706.06(h) for further Information on the RCE practice. 
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